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“ Freshwater biodiversity is disproportionally threatened
and underpriotized relative to the marine and terrestrial
biota, despite supporting a richness of species and
ecosystems with their own intrinsic value and providing
multiple essential ecosystem services.” (Van Rees et al.,
2020. Conservation Letters)

Prominent elements of the context
Science ➔ International Union for Conservation of  Nature➔

(Tickner et al., 2020, Bioscience 3) 

From the perspective of Biodiversity in water as essential provider of ES towards climate mitigation and adaptation 



➔Intergovernmental Platform for Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services➔
Convention on Biological Diversity / Global Biodiversity Framework➔Solutions? 

IPBES
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“Innovative” features
Listen to stakeholders to find 
solutions for the management 
of freshwater

Community mappingLake Manyara, 
Tanzaniaanzania



Valuation of ecosystem services
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000382278

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000382278


To elicit perceptions and judgements, ideas, traditional knowledge

With structured, moderated conversation, dialogue, debate with stakeholders, 

tiered and multi-actor process

OUTCOMES:

➔increased information and knowledge for all parties

➔increased understanding of each other, of the situation, environmental conflict, trade-offs (arbitrages)

➔ Provide transparent governance, fair, equitable and effective decisions, strategies, plans and 
implementation of management

➔ DECISION SUPPORT SYSTEM based on different knowledge systems (science, traditional)

➔Increased ownership of conservation & other processes!

➔Increased chance of success (and impact!) of decisions, measures, management of freshwaters & other 
ecosystems

Good practices



Lessons learned

1. Professionalisation of (multi-actor & South-South) 
stakeholder engagement (and budget accordingly) 

2. Holistic & integrative approach, focus on RESILIENCE
3. Innovation within existing institutions
4. ➔ capacity building
5. Multi-disciplinarity teams
6. Embrace complexity ! 
7. Development Cooperation is about change 

management with people
8. Nature-based solutions work if they are human-

based ➔human in the sense of humanity, respectful 
stewart of people & nature ➔ Nature’s contributions 
to people

UN Water Conference and 
main conclusions ➔related to 
stakeholders



http://cebios.naturalsciences.beCEBioS www.biodiv.be/evamab

Thank you!

http://cebios.naturalsciences.be/
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